
St. Anthony of Padua Parish Council Meeting
January 21, 2025, 5:45 p.m.
Members Present:  Father Dylan Schrader; Finance Committee:  Tim Schulte, Randt Stegeman; Social Committee:  Sarah Huhn, Kris Stegeman; Liturgy Committee:  Courtney Berhorst; Secretary:  Michelle Luebbert
	Agenda
	Discussion
	Action Plan

	1. Opening 
	Father Schrader said a prayer and started the meeting.
	

	2. Approval of Minutes
	November 19, 2025, minutes were read and approved.  
	Mark made a motion to approve. Kris seconded the motion.

	3. Greeting Card Signatures from Parish Council Members
	The Parish Council decided on the individuals who will receive cards for those currently experiencing physical or spiritual needs.
	Michelle will get these mailed.

	
	Parish Council suggested sending Sinquefield’s a thank-you card for placing Christmas flowers in the outside planters at church.  
	Michelle will prepare a thank-you note from the parish to mail them.

	4. Finance Report
	The July  – December financial reports were distributed to each council member.
	

	
	St. Anthony’s quilters gave a generous monetary donation, to help offset the subsidy for Catholic education for our parish children.
	Courtney will prepare the thank-you note and coordinate with the children after Mass to have it signed.

	5. Maintenance Updates
	Window in the basement needs to be fixed/replaced.
	Still in progress.  Mark will follow up on this.

	
	Light poles in parking lot to be removed and replace with lights on the church steeple.
	Russell Woehr is going to discuss different options with Mark for lights from the bell tower.

	
	Pavilion bathroom to be more handicap accessible.
	Donnie Kempker will look into this at the same time he is at the parish to restrain the church doors.

	
	Lip in concrete by the pavilion.
	After consideration of the circumstances and the scope of work required to repair the concrete, the Parish Council determined that a temporary solution is the most appropriate approach for special events involving large gatherings on the parish’s outdoor grounds.

	6. Restaining of Church Front and Side Doors
	Donnie Kempker will be restaining both entry church doors.
	The exact date has not yet been determined.

	7. Epiphany Party/St. Raymond’s Update
	The Epiphany parish party this year had a total attendance of 42 people. Attendance at this event has shown a downward trend over the past several years. Given this pattern, it may be worth discussing whether the parish wishes to continue hosting this event.  
The leftover food from the event will be used to serve a meal at the Salvation Army.
On a positive note, the St. Raymond’s donation component of the event was very successful.  
	The Parish Council has decided to give the Epiphany Party another try next year, in hopes of improved attendance.
There are also many other opportunities to support St. Raymond’s, which is something to keep in mind as the parish considers future events and outreach opportunities going forward.

	8. Purchase of AED for Parish/Church
	St. Anthony quilters volunteered to fund the purchase of two AED devices—one adult and one pediatric unit. One device will be placed in the church and one in the hall. This funding also includes the ongoing maintenance plan for both machines.
	Mark will confirm with the quilters and purchase the devices through Cardio Partners.

	9. Quarterly Donuts/Coffee after Mass
	Council members agreed that the parish will sponsor donuts and coffee after Mass each quarter.
	Kris will coordinate the event, with the first date scheduled for February 15. Michelle will post announcements in the parish bulletin and provide reminders via Facebook and GroupMe.

	10. Pastor’s Report
	2025 tax letters are available and will be in the back on church for pick up.
	

	
	Catholic Schools Week is January 24-30th.
	

	
	Father encourages attendance for Bible Study.  This will continue as long as there is good participation.  
	

	
	There is a ping pong tournament scheduled for January 30th at St. Joseph gym.

	

	
	Ash Wednesday is February 18th  Mass schedule is as follows:
6:00am - Blessing and distribution of ashes outside Mass (Westphalia)
8:00am - School Mass with distribution of ashes (Westphalia)
5:30pm - Blessing and distribution of ashes outside Mass (Westphalia, led by Deacon Jim)
6:00pm - Mass with distribution of ashes (Folk)
	

	
	Stations of the Cross will be held on alternating Fridays during Lent between St. Joseph Parish and St. Anthony Parish.  Schedule is as follows:  
February 20 - 5:30pm - Folk

February 27 - 5:30pm - Westphalia

March 6 - 5:30pm - Folk

March 13 - 5:30pm - Westphalia

March 20 - 5:30pm - Folk

March 27 - 5:30pm - Westphalia
	

	
	Looking ahead to our Patronal St. Anthony Feast Day – June 13,
the Mass will be devoted to St. Anthony, and the children of the parish will serve in the Mass parts.
	Kris and Sarah will be discussing ideas for how the parish could celebrate this special day.

	11. Next Meeting
	The next Parish Council meeting is scheduled for March 18, 2026, at 5:45 pm.  
	

	12. Motion to Adjourn
	Kris motioned to adjourn.  Tim second.
	

	13. Closing Prayer
	Father Schrader ended with prayer.
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